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LIFE'S LIKE THAT By FRED NEHER

"I don't know what Ed would ever do without Martha!"
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FA 8-4000

Constitutional Amendment Will Change Farm Land Assessmenf
Hy VINCKNT THOMAS 

Assemblyman, 68th District
California's position as the 

top state in agricultural pro­ 
duction will probably continue 
longer if voters approve a con­ 
stitutional amendment which 
was adopted at our recent ses­ 
sion. The measure relates to 
the assessment of land used 
exclusively for agricultural 
purposes, and its intent is to 
save such land from being gob­ 
bled up for other purposes.

The problem at which this 
amendment is aimed arises 
from the present terms of our 
State Constitution, which re­ 
quires that "cultivated and un­ 
cultivated land, of the same 
quality, and similarly situated, 
shall be assessed at the same 
value." In effect this language 
has obligated county and city 
assessors to value agricultural 
land for tax purposes, not at its 
value as farm land, but rather 
on its potential value as sub­ 
division or industrial land. 
This fact has literally driven 
farm owners into selling or us­ 
ing their land for homes or 
industrial development in or­ 
der to pay the higher taxes. 

    *
AN EXAMPLE of what oc­ 

curs under existing law goes'

something like this. Farmer A 
owns ten acres of level land,
close to a city, which lie has 
cultivated for a number ofj' 
years. " ' ' ' ' ! £ 
purposes 
However,

After such application, and 
after the assessor finds that 
the land meets the require-
'm' nts ' il wi " be Villued flS

UlAl J Ul 11 Mlllllk/l I r.'L   1J 1Its true value for farm agricultural
is $1500 per acre. 
its potential value

for subdivision or industrial 
use is $9000 per acre, so it 
must be assessed at that fig­ 
ure. Confronted by the neces 
sity of paying six times as 
much tax, far more than the 
agricultural products he gets 
from the land will justify 
Farmer A either sells the and, 
or subdivides it himself. So 
ten more acres of fine Califor 
nia farm land goes out of pro­ 
duction.

The proposed constitutional 
amendment would add a new 
section relating to assessment 
of such land. It would provide 
that in assessing land which is 
used exclusively for agricul 
tural purposes, and which has 
been so used for a minimum 
of two previous years, the as­ 
sessor shall consider no other 
factors than those relative to 
agricultural use, if the owner 
of the land makes written ap­ 
plication for such treatment. 
The time and manner of appli­ 
cation are to be determined by 
action of the Legislature.

IF IT IS found that the land 
uses, or the owner applies for 
regular assessment, the lan" 
is immediately subject to ad 
ditional taxes, plus interest 
equal to the difference be 
tween those actually paid, an 
those due on the basis of high 
er value. Such additional tax 
es will be due retroactive!} 
for the seven preceding tax 
years, which is a strong device 
to encourage owners to keep 
their farm lands in use as 
such.

The amendment would pro­ 
vide that its provisions would 
not be operative in any county
or city unless 
body adopted

governing 
ordinance

putting it into effect. Such an 
ordinance would be subject to 
initiative or referendum.

  » »
THE LEIGSLATURE would 

retain full power to provide 
for the collection and distribu- 
ion of the additional taxes, for 
he equalization of agricultural 

use assessments, and for any 
other legal matters needed to
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I-quart sauce pan or 7-inch skillet with 
I cover NOW $500 OR MORE 
! Metal cradle or lock-on handle for pan 
t and skillet NOW $125 OR MORE NOW $1000 OR MORE
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mnko the system work.
This proposed constit" 1 ' 11 "'1 ' 

amendment is the culmi'11 ' 1 ' 1" 1 
of years of stud., and I''11 
work by Legislators, con 
and city assessors, rea1l<' rs ' il " 
others concerned about 
great necessity of worki»S 
an equitable answer to 
problem of how not t< t-ix ou 
food and fibre prodi.cing " CI' e 
out of the farm business.

fo Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii. .Inn., i, aboard the sur­ 
veying ship USS Maury after 
completing a seven - month 
criiiso in Ih 0 Western Pacific 
was I-nrry K. Rrccc, fireman, 
I SM, son of Mrs. Doris F. Rus- 
sak, 1BI10 W. 214th St.

Army Contracts 

Awarded Three 
Torrance Firms

Three Torrance firms have 
been awarded contracts by the
Army Ordnance District
Los Angeles totaling niore 
than $1.5 million dollars. The 
annoucements were made this 
week.

Largest of the three con­ 
tracts is one for $988.760 to 
National Supply Co. it is f°r 
gun tube forging*.

Harvey Aluminum, Inc.. re­ 
ceived seven awards totaling 
$485,154 for piston assem­ 
blies and researcli and devel­ 
opment.

A contract for $168,377 was 
awarded to Horkey-Moore As­ 
sociates for the production 
engineering on aircraft canopy 
emovers.

During the deployment 
survey ship, operating as a 
unit of the versatile Seventh 
Fleet, conducted a hydro- 
graphic survey in the Gulf of 
Slam and visited the ports of 
Bangkok, Hong Kong, and Su- 
bic .Bay.
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

S-l'rnlilblt 
8-Male Bhoep

1.1-"Sim 
U-Ontury

i) hint 
IG-l'ath 
1C-Meadow 
17-Stroii* wind

Sfl-Arh'ed 
22-Klvw In Italy 
M-Twlrl 
"4-Uncorrupted

32-Vn 8 t a*. 
3.1-Move ubtmt

furtively 
35-Ho In c'lebt 
:iii-Wrlte« 
38-KrlKhtful 
 10-Without end 
^-Proposition 
«-Unllrtlne« 
46-1.muled

B5-llrlRht lUr

57-Sntl'at* 
r>S-(Julf mound 
BV-Mnkti lac« 

DOWN

3-Hat
4-Slumber«
5-Tree trunk 
J-Krult drink
7-Show up 

ngaln
8-llHtitlnir
9-Wolfhound

10-Iliirrowlnr 
animal

11-Sow

29-Tako urn 
lawfully

30-NlKht bird
31-Tiny
14-Mnlay dagear 
37-fIoloiili* 
Sfl-IInlmimlrect 
41-Ilrnther of

Odin
«-Youngr girl 
44-Mcntal linng*
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1 GALLON 
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NOW $500 OR MORE

WM. ROGERS 121/z" 
SILVER TRAY

NOW $500 
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OR YOUR CHOICE OF MANY OTHER FREE GIFTS
You Receive: For New Savings of: 
Badminton Set ........................................................$500 or More
International Stainless Tableware 16 pc................. 500 or More
International Silver Tableware 16 pc....................... 500 or More
Cal-Dak TV Trays Set.............................................. 500 or More
8 cup Cory Coffee Maker ........................................ 500 or More
Sheaffer Pen Sets .................................................. 500 or More
Weighted Sterling Silver Candlesticks .................... 500 or More
Weighted Sterling Silver Salt and Pepper Set.......... SOO or More
Weighted Sterling Silver Bud Vase .......................... 500 or More
G.E. Electric Alarm Clock ........................................ 250 or More
Flashlight with Batteries.......................................... 50 or More

TRANSFER YOUR ACCOUNT NOW!

* EACH ACCOUNT INSURED TO $10,000 BY THE FEDERAL 
SAVINGS AND LOAN INSURANCE CORPORATION

* LEGAL FOR PENSION, TRUST, CORPORATE, CHURCH AND 
UNION FUNDS

* MEMBER OF FEDERAL HOME LOAN BANK SYSTEM
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RESERVES OVER $25 MILLION

SOUTH BAY CENTER-REDONDO • 1959 KingsdaTe Ave. • FR 67911
(174th Street and Hawthorne Blvd.)

REDONDO BEACH • 205 S. Pacific Ave. • FR 9-5444/HAWTHORNE • 145 N. Hawthorne Blvd. • OS 9-2581 
MANHATTAN BEACH • 1130 Manhattan Ave. «FR 9-8451

OFFICES IN...AZUSA   HAWTHORNE   LA PUENTE   MANHATTAN BEACH   MONTROSE   NORWALK 
PALMDALE* REDONDO BEACH'SOUTH BAY CENTER-REDONDO'TEMPLE CITY »WHITTIER 'EAST WHITTIER

OPEN: JULY 5,6,7, TO 6 P.M., SAT., JULY 8, TO 4 P.M., MON., JULY 10 TO 7 P.M.
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STRAIGHT 
BOURBON
if KENTUCKY SUPRIMI   BoffW in 

bond. 100 proof. Diitilltd and bottltd in 
Kentucky. Rtgular 4.49 valu*.

if TOM THATCHW — I yaars old. * 
proof. Distilled in tho h«art of Kentucky.

5th 
Gal.

WHISKEY 
or BRANDY
if OLD GOLD   FULL QUART. Kentucky 

blended whiikey. Luxurious flavor. Very llghtl

ROYAL DOMINICAN   Imported. 10 year 
old. Worth $7.50. Fine at Cognac. Fifth.

years

IMPORTED 
GERMAN

WINES
RHIW ft MOSILLI viri*. 
*i«i . . . Llibfnumllch «nd 
m«ny othtn.99'

FIFTH

Jicque Bonet, California

CHAMPAGNE .;;.£•££

FOX MARKETS
GARDENA 

Van Ntii * Roitcrqnt   DA 3-1767
TORRANCE 

182nd A Arlington   DA 3-7065

TORRANCE 
20900 Hawthorne Blvd. FR 1-5541

TORRANCE 
1321 Poit Ave.   FA 0 3122


